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Goal

Set up an RStudio Cloud workspace
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Two challenges
‣ Files (workshop materials) in a particular folder structure 

‣ Computing environment
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use 
RStudio 
projects
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Packaging things up
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workshop 
materials

├── workshop.Rproj 
├── ex_app_1/ 
│   ├── app.R 
├── ex_app_2/ 
│   ├── app.R

zip
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Getting materials off of GitHub
‣ Fork + Clone (if you know what that means) 

‣ Download zip + click on .Rproj to launch 

‣ usethis$::use_course()
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File structure for example apps
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├── ex_app_1/ 
│   ├── app.R 
│   ├── data.csv 
├── ex_app_2/ 
│   ├── app.R 
│   ├── data.csv

├── ex/ 
│   ├── app1.R 
│   ├── app2.R 
│   ├── data.csv

For teaching deployment For avoiding redundancy
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standardize 
computing 
environment
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- Install R 
- Install RStudio 
- Install the following 

packages: 
- shiny 
- tidyverse 
- … 

- Load these packages 
- Install git

don’t start like this
- Go to rstudio.cloud 
- Log in 

> hello R!

start like this
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Studio Cloud
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Why cloud?
Why not local IDE? 

‣ Reduce friction at the 
beginning of a workshop 

‣ Avoid local installation 

‣ Standardize computing 
environment for all participants

Why RStudio Cloud? 

‣ Does not require server setup 

‣ Features designed specifically 
for teaching

!12

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://teach-shiny.rbind.io


CC BY-SA RStudio teach-shiny.rbind.io / Delivering !13

rstd.io/teach-shiny-cloud

Studio Cloud
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Workspaces
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when you create an account on RStudio Cloud 
you get a workspace of your own - projects you 
create here are public

you can add a new workspace and control its 
permissions - projects you create here can be 
public or private

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://teach-shiny.rbind.io


CC BY-SA RStudio teach-shiny.rbind.io / Delivering !15

take this link  
(and optionally make it into a short link)

evaluate whether students should be able to 
see each others’ names or not

Getting students in
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Projects

!16

a new project in RStudio Cloud is a new project in RStudio
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Sharing projects
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by default, projects in a workspace are visible 
to you (+ admins and moderators only)

use assignments to create projects that will 
make a copy for the student when they click 
on it
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Base project
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Your turn
Create an RStudio Cloud workspace, set a 
base project with any projects you need 

installed, add an app. 

Then, invite a classmate like a student  
and confirm they can copy  

your project and edit it.
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Git integration
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a new project from Git Repo 
in RStudio Cloud is creating (cloning) a project 

from a Git repository RStudio

+ base project template is used, so new 
project from git also has the right 
packages installed!
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Teaching tip

!21

💡make a 
second account 
for yourself and 
add as contributor 
(student) to see 
what your 
students see
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📂 use RStudio projects 
💻 standardize computing 
environment
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Parting remark
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